
 
 

Humanities Faculty: Yearly Overview Plan 
 

 Subject: History  Year Group: 9 

Unit Topic    
 

Learning Outcomes 
Students will… 

Real World Application /        
Link to UAE 

Assessment Methods 

Unit Topic : Events that changed the modern world 
1. WWI 1. To know what Europe was like in 1900. 

To explain the long-term causes of World War One. 
To judge which cause was the most important in beginning World War One. 
 

2. To know the events of the assassination of Franz Ferdinand. 
To explain why the assassination happened. 
To create a biased account of the assassination. 
 

3. To explain the conditions of World War One. 
To use sources to explore the trenches. 
To create a piece of sustained writing using sources. 
 

4. To explain why people joined the army in 1914. 
To analyse propaganda sources about recruitment. 
To judge how significant propaganda was in encouraging men to join the 
army. 
 

5. To know what equipment the British Army used. 
To explain which weapon was the most important. 
To judge how prepared the British Army was for war. 
 

6. To know key facts about General Haig. 
To use sources to explain if Haig should be called ‘the Butcher of the 
Somme’. 
To come to a judgement on whether Haig deserves to be called ‘the 
Butcher of the Somme’. 
 

7. To know how Britain changed during World War One. 
To analyse sources about Britain in the war. 
To judge which changes were the most important. 
 

8. To know how women’s lives changed during World War One. 
To explain some of the jobs women did during the war. 
 To judge how far life changed for women. 
 

 Collaborative learning and group 
work 

 Understanding key events of the 
20th century to help understand 
the world today 

Comparing modern propaganda to 
propaganda in WWI 
 

 Collaborative learning and group 
work 

 Research skills 

 Presentation skills 

 Comparing modern warfare to 
trench warfare 

Conscription during WWI and national 
service in the UAE comparison 
 

 Collaborative learning and group 
work 

 Research skills 

 Presentation skills 

 Examining the role of soldiers 
across the world 

The role of peace treaties and 
negotiations comparing to the UN and 
GCC 
Thinking skills: decision making, 
evaluation etc. 
Key skills – improving own learning 
and performance. 
Numeracy- Time lines 
Literacy- see through out SOW 
RE – Role of religion in the war 

1+ 2. Extended writing 
assessment, Peer and self-
assessment of PEEL 
paragraphs and extended 
writing homework, Book 
marking to check 
understanding. 
 
3+5+6. Source assessment 

Book marking to check 
understanding 

7+8+9+10. Extended writing 
assessment (Peer assessed), 
Source assessment, Book 
marking to check 
understanding.  

 



 
9. To know how soldiers felt at the end of World War One. 

To explain some of the consequences of World War One. 
To judge why World War One ended.   
 

10. To explain public opinion at the end of World War One. 
To judge why countries wanted different things from the Treaty. 
Evaluate how happy countries would be with the actual peace settlement 
 

11. To identify key aspects of sources.  
To analyse sources about the Treaty of Versailles 
To assess the usefulness of sources about the Treaty of Versailles 
 
 

Geography – Map skills 
Art – producing propaganda, 
persuasive work. 
 
There are many opportunities for 
SMSC links throughout this unit (see 
throughout SOW). The key areas in 
which the unit aims to develop 
understanding in this area are social - 
peer pressure on soldiers to enlist and 
fight in the Great War; Moral -The 
ethical responsibility fighting and men 
being killed arguably needlessly; 
Spiritual -The role of Christian 
religious groups in helping and 
supporting others during the conflict 
and religion as a factor in taking part 
and the role of Britain in the world.  

1. Events that 
changed the 
modern 
world  

12. To explain the events surrounding London in the case of Jack the 
Ripper 

To use sources to assess the case against each suspect 
To judge which of the suspects was mostly likely ‘Jack the Ripper’  
 

13. To explain what happened in the event of the sinking of the Titanic 
To assess the reasons why the event was so catastrophic  
To analyse the impact this had on the world and future policy 
 

14. *Other lessons dependent on pupil choice* 

Direct links to the impact and 
consequences these events had in the 
short and long-term. How they have 
changed society and procedures in 
the modern day.  

Bookwork is marked and 
feedback provided using 
WWW/EBI/PPP 

 End of topic test. 

2. WW2 15. To know the events leading to World War Two. 
To explain the main causes of the war. 
To judge which cause was the most significant 
 

16. To explain why the British Army was trapped at Dunkirk in 1940. 
To use sources to judge if Dunkirk was a victory or a defeat. 
To evaluate how far the British benefitted from Dunkirk. 
 

17. To know what happened during the Battle of Britain. 
To explain why Britain won the Battle of Britain. 
To use sources to judge how far the Battle of Britain was a turning point.  
 

18. To identify what Operation Barbarossa was. 
To explain why Hitler chose to invade the USSR. 
To judge why the invasion failed. 
 

19. To explain what the Blitz was. 
To analyse sources about the impact of the Blitz in London. 

 Comparison between the roles of 
the League of Nations and 
modern peace keeping forces (eg 
UN)-what problems do they face. 

Public speaking/presentation skills. 

 
 Link to the concept of ‘fake news’ 

and why different media sources 
might portray events differently.  

 Public speaking/presentation 
skills. 

 Role play of blitz attack-how 
would students feel. 

Students take on the role of military 
advisors to plan the D-Day invasions. 

15. Teacher Observation, 
Student feedback, Completed 
worksheet, Q+A / class 
discussion 
 
16. Marking of Students work, 
Teacher Observation, Class 
Discussion, Q+A 
 
17. Completion of Work 
 
Student Q+A 
 
Class Discussion 
 
20. Class Discussion 
 
Q+A 



To evaluate the role of propaganda in ‘Blitz spirit’. 
 

20. To explain different experiences that evacuees faced. 
To analyse a number of sources about evacuation. 
To evaluate the success of the evacuation programme. 
 

21. To explain why D-Day was significant in helping end World War 
Two. 

To judge how D-Day should be remembered over 70 years later. 
 
 

22. To examine a what was happening outside of Europe in World War 
Two. 

To explain how Japan, Burma and Africa were effected by World War Two. 
To judge the impact of campaigns outside of Europe. 
 

 
Written piece of Work 
 
Teacher Observation 

 


